
St. Mark Lutheran Church 

3307 State Street 

Eau Claire, WI  54701 

May 2023 

May worship opportunities...  

 
Sundays @ 8:00 a.m. (Livestream via 

Facebook or at www.stmark-wels.org, 

under “Watch Sermons Online.”) 

Sundays @ 10:30 am 

Mondays @ 6:30 pm 

 

Confirmation: May 7 @10:30am 

Ascension with Communion: 

       Thursday, May 18 @6:30pm 

Church Phone: 715-834-2595 
 

• Pastor Naumann: 715-214-7880, joel@stmark-wels.org 

• Pastor Hollmann: 715-834-2595 (ext. 3), michael@stmark-wels.org  

• Secretary Tami Jastrow: 715-379-8649 tami@stmark-wels.org  

 

School Phone: 715-834-5782 | Fax: 715-834-7668 

 
• Principal Micheel: 715-835-6015, peter@smwels.org  

• Mr. Biebert: 715-456-9557, chris@smwels.org  

• Mr. Sponholz: 715-835-0213, scott@smwels.org  

• Mrs. Seipel: 651-210-5326, marie@smwels.org  

• Mrs. Pitt: 715-577-6418, sharon@smwels.org  

• Ms. Jackie Plant : 715-271-9021, jackie@smwels.org 

• Mrs. Knickelbein: 715-834-0254, kristin@smwels.org 

• Mrs. Smith: 701-541-3169, ksmith@smwels.org  

• Mrs. Krouse: 612-432-4049, mkrouse@smwels.org  

May  

2023 

AT A GLANCE 

1,2—Pastors 

    Conference 

 

3—Confirmation Exami-

nation 6:30p 

 

2, 9, 16, 23—Morning 

Moms & Lion Hearts 

 

7—Confirmation 10:30a 

 

9 — Council Meeting 

 

12— Power Hour 

 

14—Mother’s Day 

 

4, 11—Campus Ministry 

 

18—Ascension 6:30p  

 

26—Last Day of School 

 

Remember 

service times 

change on 

June 4th. 

This devotion is part of a continuing series on the Psalms. 

“By David. When he pretended to be insane in the presence of Abimelek, who drove him away, and David 

left. I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise will always be in my mouth. In the LORD my soul will 

boast. The humble will hear and rejoice. Proclaim the greatness of the LORD with me, and let us exalt his 

name together. I sought the LORD, and he answered me. From all my terrors he delivered me. His people 

look to him and are radiant, and their faces will never blush. This poor man called, and the LORD heard. 

From all his distress the LORD saved him. The Angel of the LORD camps around those who fear him, 

and he delivers them.” — Psalm 34:1-7 (EHV) 

You may not give much attention to the psalm headings when you read from the Psalms in your 

Bible. In most worship or devotional works in which the psalms are used, they usually don’t 

even make the cut. You won’t find them in the opening pages of our hymnal, for example. May-

be if you read them, you give a puzzled look, “What in the world is a maskil?” and then move 

on. Or you read, “For the choir director. Of David,” and think, I guess that’s nice to know. To be 

fair, many of the translations of these headings, especially the technical terms used, are educat-

ed guesses because we are in the dark on the high context details or direction these headings 

give, so they perhaps don’t serve Christians today all that well.  

Nevertheless, the psalm headings are worth considering, if even briefly. First, from every indi-

cation, these headings are part of the inspired text. We have no witnesses or textual evidence in 

which the body of the psalms predate the headings themselves. The ancient documents always 

contain them together. In fact, the verse numbering in the Hebrew Old Testament always con-

tains the Psalm heading as verse 1, offsetting our English Bible numbering by one verse.  

Second, the terms they contain—e.g., Lilies of the Valley, Doe of the Dawn, for the choir direc-

tor—do demonstrate the worship and liturgical use these psalms served in the life of Old Testa-

ment believers. David provided a rich worship life full of all God’s best gifts, whether instru-

mentation, composers, worship coordinators, or various melodies. When you get down to it, 

Psalms is a hymnal, and one full of rich theology seasoned with musical excellence.  

Third, the headings often indicate the author himself. They name David as the author of some 

73 out of 150 psalms, just under half. And that’s not counting those he wrote that do not attach 
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I was glad when they said to me: 

“Let us go to the house 
of the Lord.” — Psalm 122:1 

Blessed Is the Person Who Takes Refuge in God  
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St. Mark Ministry 

Highlights 

 

Public Use of the Means of Grace: 

Worship:  We averaged 361 worshipers 

per weekend in April. The Lord’s Supper 

was administered to 1156 in April. 

Membership stands at 788 souls and 

422 communicants. (Please note—the 

total communicants number was a typo 

last month.) 

Other Official Acts: 

Membership Actions  

We welcomed Elias David Green and Lily Jean Dorn to 

the family of Christ through the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism and said farewell to Veronica Prell through 

the Rite of a Christian Funeral.  

We bid farewell to  David & Malloree, Jayda & Easton 

Zassenhaus by transfer to St Paul’s, Menomonie, and 

to Joseph Francis, Heather Boss & Hunter, Jennifer & 

Trevor Buttke, Andrew & Ashley Beine, Betsy Hraby & 

Henry and Beau, by release to their own spiritual care. 

  

his name to it. But they also name other inspired authors: 

Solomon (72, 127), Asaph (73-83), the Sons of Korah (84, 

85, 87,88), Ethan the Ezrahite (89), even Moses, the man 

of God (90). Each one was another human mouthpiece, a 

pen in the skilled hand and mind of God the Holy Spirit, 

who spoke by the prophets. Every one of these headings 

gives another nod to our cherished doctrine of verbal 

inspiration. 

Finally, you get the occasional juicy heading that drips 

with the tasty details of historical background. For exam-

ple, the heading to Psalm 34 locates this psalm right in 

the historical narrative of 1 Samuel 21. While David was 

fleeing for his life from a bloodthirsty King Saul, he ran 

right into the Jaws of the enemy Philistines in Gath, one 

of their chief cities. They recognized him there, “Isn’t this 

the David they sing about, who killed his tens of thou-

sands [of Philistines], including Goliath?” David acted 

like he was a mad, literally a crazy person, to the point 

that the king brushed him off. “This obviously isn’t him, 

and do we not have enough crazy people around that we 

need one more in Gath?”  

Hebrew narrative is very direct. The complex verb form 

dominates the Hebrew language. So Old Testament nar-

rative is very action-driven. It states the facts, but it 

doesn’t get into the heads and hearts of the characters 

much. You have to read between the lines to sort that out 

yourself or decipher it from the dialogue. Hebrew poetry 

gets into these details quite a lot. What was David think-

ing when these Philistines were eyeing him up, “It looks 

a lot like him”? You see his reliance on the Lord in a 

pretty dramatic, dangerous situation. “I sought the 

LORD, and he answered me. From all my terrors he de-

livered me.” You hear his humility, “This poor man 

called, and the LORD heard. From all his distress he 

LORD saved him.” David sings the praises of Christ, the 

Angle of the LORD, his deliverer, “The Angel of the Lord 

camps around those who fear him, and he delivers 

them.” Locating some of these psalms in their historical, 

biblical narrative opens them up even more to us. As we 

learn of believers’ distress and see their trust in God in 

the midst of anguish, we are even more blessed through 

them. So, while easy to glance over, dwell a second or 

two longer on these headings and see how it enriches 

your devotional life.           – Pastor Naumann 

Important Info 

If you are interested in joining the St Mark Church 

Facebook group, please use this link:  

 

Meet Our Newest Members …  
 

Welcome to St Mark, Edward’s family!  Jacob and Rebekah Edwards are new mem-

bers at St. Mark.  Also in their family are Benjamin (3) and Elizabeth (1). They 

moved to Mondovi  from Beloit, WI because Jacob took a job with Alcivia.  Jacob is 

originally from Turtle ( between Clinton and Beloit) where he volunteered for the 

fire department for 9 years.  Rebekah is originally from Broadhead, WI.  While liv-

ing in Beloit they were members of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  In their 

spare time Jacob enjoys electronics and radio while Rebekah enjoys sewing and 

spending her days with Benjamin and Elizabeth. You can meet them at the 10:30 

service.  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Hahnke family also! Donald and 

Shirleen Hahnke are new 

members to St. Mark, as well.  They have lived in Eau Claire (in their 13th house) 

for 10 years. This is the longest they have lived anywhere during their married life. 

Donald was born in Colorado and Shirleen was born in South Dakota. They met at 

Doctor Martin Luther high school.   They both attended DMLC. Upon their 

graduations, they married and received calls in Minnesota.  Over the years they 

have served in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan. Don has a master’s degree in 

curriculum development and administration and served as a principal while 

Shirleen taught mostly 3rd and 4th grades. Don has served on the board of regents 

for 8 years at each high school- Michigan Lutheran and St. Croix Lutheran. For one 

year Shirleen taught 9th grade music theory and choir at St. Croix Lutheran High School! During these years of 

teaching, they found time to have three children.  Their oldest son, Cory, is a pastor in Madison.  Their second son, 

Joel , is a doctor in Phoenix, Arizona, and their daughter, Katy, lives in Orlando and is married to a principal. 
 

Donald and Shirleen are both retired.  Donald enjoys fishing, camping, and reading.  He likes reading about history, 

especially World War Two. Shirleen enjoys baking, sewing, piano, and crafts.  Donald also expressed an interest and 

has experience working with youth groups. The Hahnke’s like to attend either service on Sunday, as well as Lion 

Hearts. 
 

 

Please welcome the Edwards and Hahnke Families to St mark and introduce yourself to them. 

Alaina Binczak 

Oliver Dieringer 

Erica DeBilzen 

Holly Fictum 

Mason Heyrman 

Gavin Kellen 

Brennan Knickelbein 

Lincoln Kohlwey 

Macie Langreck 

Sammy Maassen-Deprey 

Blake Nixdorf 

William Rank 

Julia Rust 

Adin Schultz 

Naomi Smith 

Tyler Steinmetz 

Maggie Toczek 

Lance Walker 

Welcome to our newest confirmands! The following students will be confirmed 

this Sunday, May 7th at the 10:30 Service: 


